Japanese
technology-
transforms life
on a faraway
Milne Bay island

By ALPHONSE BARIASI

EN theli first came on
many a night travellerina
dinghy wondered if what they
were approaching or passing
wasindeed Brooker Island in

Milne Bay. | Pacific mmnlmmwmnm {mundhrl‘t] and his team on the way

Inrecent weeks, thisisland communityin 45 Brooker to install water desalination unit earlier this month. — Pictures courtesy of Pa-
the Samarai-Murua electorate has withesseda | cific International Limited
life-changing moment in their lives.
ot ol

ve to water to
draw fresh water for cooking and drinking.

But that is not all; the islanders also have a
solar and wind-powered freezer to store fish
and other marine products,

Thisis all thanks to a Japanese water desali-
nation technology that comes with wind and
solar power installations. "

Itis so handy for rural communities that the |
inventor of the portable water desalination :
machine has been invited by Japan's envoyto |
the UN to take his hl‘almi'rﬂd tothe Science, !

lightarnight and additional power for a freezer 4
which is being used to store sea food.” y
. The desalination unit for Budibudils nowon

§ itswaytotheisland.

| "After Brooker and Budibudi Islands, we will
be looking at the whole of Samarai-Murua, I'm
very excited.”

Leonard said people from other Miine

water nto
speaktnhlsmﬂmmmmmiﬂerthcm
technology for their communities.

Pacific International project manager Jack
Talaisaid the cost of the desalinators was af-
oy i e

Werea

“It took two nights and three days toreach
Brooker Island by boat,” Talai said.

Omine and his team were in Port Moresby -

New York.

Mitsuo Omine and his colleagues from Ja-
pan’s ¥'s Global Vision Incorporated were in
the application of their invention in Samarai- lastweek and were all pleased to hear that thelr
Murua. | productwas slowly but surely gaining grotnd

In fact the portable machine which Omine - | inPNG.
will take to the UN event on june 5 and 6 was Villagers Hﬂﬂﬂ a look at the desalination Omine told The Nationalin an email that the

developed after research work based on PNG unit. Tapanese ambassador to the UN had recom-
conditions and needs, mended Y's Global Vision's small desalination
Omine told a gathering last Thursday in “The company is here to make people happy.  machine to be exhibited at the Science, Tech-

Port Moresby that he visited PNG last Septem- ~ We're happy that women and kids are happy. nology and Innovation forum on June5and &
ber and was struck by the realization thatan Thank you for choosing our devices,” Omine atUN headguarters in New Yolk,

earlier version of their equipment and indeed told Samarai-Murua MP Isi Henry Leonard *Our small desalination machine is the
others manufactured elsewhere were either last Thursday. The MP signed an agreement smullest in the world, so we want lointroduce
mbulkfwmuimdlazgeammdpmm with the BNG supplier ofthe desalinators, Pa-  itatUN meeting place,” Omine said.

not readily a in places where these cific International Led, for the purchase and “And also we introduced it at Abu Dhabi in
equipment are needed most. installation of 21 additonal units. UAE and Germany this past January.
*“I realised that our desalinator availahle Reactions from the community on Brooker “We (also) sell it to smmall boat and yacht
then required 1.3kW of power torun so I re- Islands following the installadon of the first de-  owners.
turned home and developed the smallest salination unit there have been overwhelming, ' “We exported our desalination machine into. °

desalinator which runs on only 400 watts of ummdinﬁ:u | 10countries so far.”

_power,” Omine said. i lights were switched on for the | Forthe many low-lving islands and other
When told of the excitementwithwhich one  first time, some islanders ravelling at night | rural parts of PNG this technology seems for
of the first such units was received on Brooker ~ were ised when they saw “strange” lights | now the best solution to water scarcity and sa-

Island inthe Samarai-Murua electorate, he  * onthei and had toaskifitwereindeed | linitydueto climate change.

said his company was delighted that their Brooker Island, the MP related. | Thebiggest challenge, of course is the cost
equipment was making life for women and “The wind turbines and solar panels not | but as the saying goes, where there is awill
children easy. only power the desalinator but also provide thereis away.

& J.Lrnuein.r...? '
\\‘lndh:rhilnugoim up to provide pmfnrmmr desalinator, lights
and refrigaration.
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in Abu Dhabi last January. — Picture courtesy of Mitsuo Omine




